,.-;,.. ._,,,.
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' (Filo Clippings- "Highways"- 4 boxes- 625.7I)

ROADS • TRAI~-

(My seo.roh- HPH- ~d to Beok

?ATE ROAD" - T~is was

if not already included)

I -

simply an imprtvement of the ol d Buffalo Trace from

-

Limestone (tAysville) through Paris,~nd afterwa rds extenddd to Lexington.JODl

j

It was not completed so as to be servioable for stage and mail travel until
1830. It traversed what is now the main street of Paris. This was probably the

oldest road assuming the pretensions of a tyrnpike in Kentucky. (Perrin, Bourbon
Called Old Kaysville Rd.- 888 ~lpatruok- p 6I6
(etc, p 86)
(aui
other
old
roads
)
--...___._.
The road l aid out in 1796 from Lexington to Cynthiana, passing through
Centerville, Bourbon Co., later-became the stage and mail route between these
places. (Do not find date1) (Perrin, Bourbon, etc- p I44)
For o1d Roads in Scott County- see Gaines - Hist. Scott C - I;I03
~

~

/_ The 1 "New t.xington Stage Road"• (probably Bar en Co.) C1.ru1 Edwards- 144,S
.
_
ee below 'ffet:#)
__
,
.
/ (!'ran !800-1825- one most impoitantarteries of' tra
Ra is~~'MPilii} ~
See ~ist;-:,rilderneas Road, (or, originally called Boone's Trace ) concise description[ Cplark ;~~:
(also eee -~-i~~~ick- p6I6- aboff )
Dorrie- pamp- "Madison Co."- p 12

'

-

5

___.

\ s~~~~elow- / ~ Iron Works Road- (Bath to t.x. & Franklin Cos.) (Furnace) Kilpatrick- p :579
~
·
Seep 2 next page-Roads-••

v .. Warri~Path-

VT;-1rr- "~· llta."-

p 67

F.C.Pub- #26

Big Sandy rai - p 67

r

/ Kentucky Riffrn:'~1- p 71
~Wqderness
(~~one •a Trail, or Trace) 79 - 88 - I2I

•••••

(See below)

••••••

, The W~ldeea1 Road• Speed•
F.O.Pub- # 2
'V (Contai
Journal or William Calk"- p 34• oontaina many sources
/
"Dr
g Cr",• "Cumberland,"

J(#•#)

or

namea-p 68 on

New Lexin\VoZ,id. (Jmrren tt Co. )through Scottsville, Glasgow to Monroewas a stage ~oafrom I8I6 to 1858- and connected with the Blue Springs

Grove postof'f e, the second poato.f'fice in the county. (Cyrus Edwards- 144
(IIO traced in part by a section of U.S.31EKentuolcy River lhtM•Trail- This was the path taken by the JlcAfee brothers
in 1773, the course lying from Harrodsburg, through Richmond. and Irvine, Beattyville
and up the North.fork og the Kr• R- to Perry Co. !hetr"W9'"•1ae-tbl 1,pna, ~j~
~hi_ :µs&±!!-.!"•·'la! U,1' ,1iW:'uilMd· • ........ ~ ...d-Verh~errKy.Mta. 71
/

\"larrior •a Path- the most important ot all the pioneer roe.de- Indian path 1674•
map~ 1775- the first part or the Wilderneu Road- w:ttkx•n:utrxm«h
(Vergoeff- 67
All the early p frontier roads had spurs and braochee, ••
the same as with
modern highways.
i'

V

Big Sandy Trail- The second moat important pioneer road in Kr• D1at. through the
Kanawha Gorge and along the Big Sandy'vw:tt.,. River and up Tug Fork through
Warfield,Me.rtin Co. t .o Trace Fork.'1 Vei,- 67
Also the Louilj"ork Trail of' thl, ~oad- a spur Y ,v.,1-~ ~
·

7\.-/(

•-~ . _•_

::..-

.'

RO~- TRAUS , eto.
_ /
V

(J.v search ) !!!_!!
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Woodsonville Road - (Barren) an early road used chiefly for tobacco hauling
from Ray's Croes RoacYthrough Woodsonville and intersecting the New Lexington ~~ ~
Road and going on~ Randolph- used mostly in period 1840- I85o, Verhoeff Ky.Mt67- ot 71)
'- ,.r
•• I rwn
nork s Road - The road so ca 11 _..a connected the famous Bourbon Furnace
,:J\,l

~

or, Slate Creek Iron Works) with the Blue Grasa section.• start. in
.. g from Owingsv
. ille
ath Co., and extending through Mt. Sterling, Paris, Winchester , Lexington and to
Frankfort. It
e roduot to th~~14}a~io~ c_~!l~J:e&,. . Opeaed
.
in I79
on Slate Creek. •hen Bath a...,... . eraj:_e._ b hliuhillaa••iam•iey"';)
lngs and oompa~During the War of I812, ._his '-~oe, the first west or the
!ttvhihiAI J mwd
many cabnon balls for the government.

'

Skegg'a Trace- (also from Skegg'o Creek)- see Verhoeff "Ky.Mts"- p 68
fill in p 6- "Roads"

~fi .... l .=c,,.
L

.

-

Bird c. Greer - 2/11/41
D. Mi tohell (Typist)
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1TARRIORS PA T H /

The most important primeaval highway in Kentucky was the Warriors Path
which ooursed ••• through the mount ainous Eastern part of what is now our
Commonwealth.

By the Indians it was called Athiemiowee .

The name comes

from the Wiami dialect of the Algonquian stock and signifies "Path of the
Anned Ones" or the "Armed Path," and hence the riarriors Path of the pioneers .
This famous trail is fi r st shown on Lewis Evans Map of t he Middle British
Colonies in .America, in 1775 , extending from the lower Shawa.nf. Town at the
mouth of the Scioto River southwestwardly acros s the Ohio .

Following the ridge

generally, though occasionally breaking down into the valleys , between Kinni-

connick Creek on the west and Tygart•s Creek on the east, it bore on toward
the edge of "the great meadow. "
Approaching the waters of Tygart's Cr eek in the vicinity of Morehead
it came down to lower levels, and crossed the Licking River in the vicinity
of Farmers and Salt Lick .

Then i t followed southwestwardly, to the ancient

Indian town on Slate Creek, and by t he way of l evee to the old Shawnee village
of Eskippakithiki near t he present day Indian Old Fields.

Proceeding thence

to the Smith it passed over Ped River at the mouth of Lulbegrud Creek and
crossed the North Fork of the Kentucky River at the mouth of Cow creek a little
above Irvine.
Once South of the river, it went up Station Camp creek, passed along the
ridges southeastwardly fran Grayhawk and d escended the dr ainage of the upper
waters of Goose Creek of the South Fork of the Kentucky River to the vicinity

of Manchester.

At the head of Buzzard Creek it took a l ow pass to the waters

of the North Fork of the Cumberland River in the neighborhood of Flat Lick
a few miles above Barbourville .

Proceeding southeastwardly it ascended the main wat'

waters of the Cwnberland River, o ros sed at the "old ford" just below Pineville
'a nd, (p. 38) passinG through the Pineville Gap of the Pine Uountain, followed
a meandering southerly cours e up the valley of the Big Yellow Fork and through

,., •• .:,.t•

V

Warriors Path ( continued)

- 2 -

the Cumberland Gap of the Laurel (Cumberland) Mountain to the southeast
into the Cherokee Country.
The Warriors Path was the most direct line of communication between the
Sha,mee towns and the Sciotha and the Che rokee Towns on the head of the Chorokee
(Tennessee) River.

The first references in Kentucky literature to its ex-

is tence are those found in the r ecital byGabriel Arthur of his exper iences while
a captive among the Cherokee and Shawnee Indians in the Ohio and Tennes s ee
valleys in 1674.

This important trail was l ~ter shown by Thoma.a Pownall on

his 1776 edition of Zvans ' Gap .

Subsequentl y , in 1778 , Thomas Hutchins ex-

hibited it on his New map of the Wester n Parts of Virginia, Pennsylvania,
Maryland and North Carolina, etc.
Public Library
Pioneer, Ky . by W. R. Jillson, 1934
pp . 37- 38l·ords - 470

r
rd c. Greer - 2/4/41
• )(itohell (ryp.)
MID - KENTUCKY TRAIL /
One of the most important Indian trails found by the early pioneers, ae

they began to explore the territory now ocnnprising this Commonwealth, connected the Cherokee wn the southeastern Tenne,, ..... "Wilderness Trail~
Twightees

o~ •~ _ ~ . TT. -

1n9llY la.id out the

Boone orig

BOONE• S

TR.An.- /

It was in 1911 that the work of marking Boone's Trail waa first
started at the suggestion of Mrs. Lindsay.

Patterson of N.

c.

The

marking ot this trail was undertaken by the Daughters ot the .AJDerioan
Revolution.
Commemorating the completion a marker was erected at Cumberland Gay,
at the junction of Tennessee, Va., and Ky.
River in N.

The trail starts on the Yadkin

c. and runs to Boonesboro, Ky. , and has a series of markers

through five Ky. counties.

The first in F ranklin Co. at Indian Rook,

I\

...

~
~ere Boone in some of his orude literature described how this rook wa.s
used against att acking Indians and as a signal tower.

The second is

found on the Cumberland Rinr at Pineville. Another in Laurel County

-

near an old pioneer burying ground, known a.s the "place ot Defeated Camps f"
The site ot an old Foirt. Others are in Rockcastle and Madison counties.
N. Y. Times

8/1/16

110 worda

I
•,/

Bird c. Greer· - 2/10/'1
D. llitohell • ( Typ.)
THE RUSSELLVILLE - SHAWNEE TRAIL

( Trail No. ,1)
• An anoient Indian trail

ran •outh tra Shawneetown, Ill., oonneoting

at Ruuellvill•, Logan County, Ky., with path, ocaing tr• near the preaent
NuhTille and ClarkaTill•, an4 troa othH' pane ot the mid-Cmlberlancl nllq.

It ran northwest troa Ruasell'Tille• through Nortonville and Earlington,

in Hopkbut OOUJltJ, pa.a1ed a prehistorio Indian Tillage two or three llile1

wit ot lla4ilonT111•, and oontinue4 on. to Due, in leb1ter County, where it
torbd.

Tlwna• ou prong led to Highland L1ok, an illportant liok about d.x

.UH to the westward, and tr• it througll Henshaw to the orou illg ot the

.

Ohio Rinr at Shawneewwn, joining there the great trail to tbl 1alt U.ob
on Sa.line Rinr, a.bout 10

mil•• west.

Pr• thb group ot liok1 the trail le4

a.orou aouthern Indiana and lllinoi1 to a great Indian City whose vut ruiu

1urvive as the oelebrated Cahokia group in the 1uburb1 ot East St, Louil, the
largest and most important prehistorio •ettlement in the United state,.
The other prong or the Ru11ellville and Shawneetown trail (No. 4U) led

trom

Dixon via Morganf'1el4 to the Ohio Riwr, orouing at Uniontown, and

trm there to the Indian 1ettlements soattered up and down t he 'V'\ abuh Rinr •

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Bur9au of' AJneriean Ethmology .. Bulletin No.

sa,

part 2, - Handbook

.Am.rioan Indiana - P• 680.
Shawn•• (trca Shawun., south, ahawnnoig, 1outherner1? -

w.

J, ) Foraerly

a leading tribe ot South Oarolina, Tenne111e•, Pmm17lft.Dia and Ohio.
(Alg.) Shawn•• ·11 di Tided fr• the Tenape language.
Pub. Lite •
Forty-1eoond Annual RepOl"t of 'the
Bureau ot fthulogy, 192'-192&
U. s ,GoT. Prillting Otf'ioe, Wuh., 1928
pp. 804-101 • wor41 - 2tl

,.

.,

-.. - ,4.,,;.,...;,.~

.
Bird c. Greer - 2/5/41
D. Mitchel l (Typ. )
DRY RIDGE TRACE
The early settlers of central Kentucky found lit tle use for either the
Buffalo Path west of the Kentuoky River , or for the Licking Route, whioh
had been use d so muoh by the Indian ••• Each of the older, well-worked, and
widely known paths were too devious and out of the way to permit r apid
movement.

As a result a middle route was early chosen whioh followe d nearly

a due northward course from the settlement at and about Lexington t o the

Ohio at the mouth of the Licking River .
For l ong distances this pioneer trace followe d the great drainage divide 'Dry Ridge .
(Per coJ1DT1ent : f r om whioh it evidently received its name) between the
waters of Licking on the £&at and the springs falling into Elkhorn and Eagle
Creeks, tributaries of the Kentucky River on the West.

Huoµ of this route

par tioular ly in what is now Kenton and Grant counties , was part of the Old
Buffalo Trail f r om Big Bone Lick to the Lower Blue Licks .

Buffalo paths made

up other oonsider able por tions of this route as in some parts of Scott County It is reasonably certain that a well defined Indian hunting trail conneoted
the mor e sharply marked animal courses , for the aboriginal savage liked best
to travel the high unobstructed ridges , particularly if in so doing he could
find the game he sought following .their natural runways .

This we may

be sur e was the case along the great Dry Ridge Divide.
After the founding of Lexington in 1779 , this route assumed an importance
second to none of the north - south paths broken by the pioneer .

John Bowman

took his woodsmen over it in 1779 and 1780 on his way t o punish the Shawnees
and their allies in the Miami country.

John Filson traversed it when he

went north with Robert Patterson and Mathias Denman in 1788 to lay out the
site of his hosantville, (?) opposite the mouth of the Licking, a village
which Arthur St. Clair, a few years later in a burst of revolutionary

J .. ~- -

'

.

...,...._... ._.
Dry Ridge Trace

(continued)

patriotism, was to rename Cinoinnati.

- 2 -

It was down this old Dry Ridge Route ,

past Littell' s Station and McClelland' s Station that Federal soldiers helped
open a wagon road finally between Fort Washington - previously Fort Harmar
on the town site of the present day Cinoinnati - to Lexington and thenoe
by the old Wilderness Road through Boonesborough, Flat Lick, and Cumberland
Gap into the upper Tennessee Valley.
is the Eastern Dixie
portion of the

Dry

u. s.

Today this was thoroughly modernized -

25, from Covington to Middlesborough.

The greater

Ridge Route was, some two generations or so ago, appro-

priated by the 'queen and Cresoent Division of the Southern Railway, a
lasting testimonial to the sage city of the unknown pioneers who first
blazed this route from the heart of the Bluegrass region to the all- important
juncture of the Ohio and the Licking Rivers , where three great cities,
Cinoinnati• Covington and Newport were in later years to stand.

Public Library
Pioneer, Ky. by w. R. Jillson, 1934
PP• 48-49-50 - 445 words

(

•

Bird c. Greer - 1/27/41
D. Mitohell (Typ.)
KENTUCKY - VIRGINIA HIGHWAY

V

(Better known as the Ky. - Va. Highway)

"This road was plaoed on the primary sywtem ot State Highways by an
aot ot Legislature of 1920, eto."

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •
"The Ky. Va. Highway frClll Lexington through Winoheater, Clay City•
Stanton, Campton and Jackson to Hazard, 'vVhi te sburg, Jenkins and Pound
Gap will be formally opened Saturday, etc."
The new road will bring Lexington and Pound Gap, approximately 150
miles oloser together for autoista, eto.

Mr. MoCormiok 1tates "Thia soenery is unsurpassed anywhere in the
world"••••. The intimate beauty of timberland hills and rushing streams

along Kantuoky' s aountain roads baa a ohar.a, tor experienoed travelers,
that is not always felt amid soenes of greater dimensioned grandeur."

\

Pub. Library
Lou. Times - 6/lS/29- 8/19/29
H. H. KoCona.iok, Aasistant Distriot Engineer
in Ky. Highways
155 word.a

THE JACKSOII WAY /

When General Andrew Jaokson, for whoa the Jaolcaon Way was named, "returned tram the battle of Uew Orleans to his native Tennessee, he asked
the War Department to oonstruot a road over the Indian Wars' trail and to
projeot it to within. reaoh of New Orleans."••••
"A search of history of the Jackson Way shows that Andrew Jaokson had

a part in its aotual beginnings in 1805, as the start of the highway, later
to be known as the Jackson Way, took place in that year

b7 means

of a treaty

between t'tl9 United states and the A,nerioan Indiana . "
The eleven hundred miles of' this great highway leading from the Great
Lakes to the Gulf' of Mexioo is filled with interest.

A

c;-tourist may leave Louisville, and traveling over the Jackson Way,
may visit "My Old Kentucky

Home,"

st. Joseph's cathedral, The Trappe st

Monastery, t he town of Hodgenville, the Lincoln Memorial and Farm and
arrive at Mammoth Cave in the earlyLevening.

Then the trail goe• on

past Olen Lil y , the house of General Simon Boliver Buckner "and in its
southern reaches near Muscle Shoals intersects the great transoontinental
route - the Lee Highway. "
"The Jackson Way passes through territory over whioh Union and Confederate t.orces battled throughout the Civil war ."
Pub. Library
Civio Opinion - by Helen Randolph
Feb. 12, 1927 - 160 words

,

.

The historic Ford' s

l

I

FORD'S FERRY TRAIL

rry Trail from Hopkinsville through Prinoeton

and Marion . ., !htien and on to the Ohio River, opposite Cave - in - Rook,

Illa, played an important part in pioneer days.

It was over the Old Ford' a

Ferry th.at many covered wagon oaravans emigrants 1'9nded their way to the

~.

Ohio River, to begin the hasardoua journey to a new country.) - . ~ 'tf-"1~

~,,

C. J . - Aug. 24, 1930
The Ky. end

ot Ford Trail looks only two miles of improvement t o bring

it to Ford ' s Ferry.

It's continuation to the north will be Highway 41.

(origin of name.) "It originated with the Livingston Co. Court franchise to

James

Ford"

in October , 1829.

Whether he was a r 1ver pirate or a benefactor

is still a debated question. But 'Whether he was an outlaw or not, he did carve
out ot the Wilderness the Ford Trail, and established Cave-in-Rook Ferry
for it's croas~g and there maintained a.oomnodationa tor a vast horde of

Ky. illlnigra.tione
Lou. Times
words -200

s/22/33

\, - -1·
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CUMBERLAND
~

~ · B!rd c. Greer - 2/4/41
D. Jltchell - (ryp . )

OHIO ·FALLS TRAn.

V

An important trail during the pioneering period ran from the early

settlements in the vioinit1 of the present day Naahville , 'Ntnnessee, northwardly over the head of the Red River in Southern Kentucky where Russell ville ,
Logan County, is now situated.

It crossed Green River near Morgantown in

Butler County, passed through Shaw's Station (now Leitchfield) and Helm's
Station (now Elizabethtown) on by Bullitt ' s Lick i~ Bullitt County, to
Louisville .

An optional course north of Elizabethtown led to the mouth of

the Salt River, muoh the same as the old Louisville - Nashville tur npike
and the present- day automobile highway south from Louisville through West
Point. There is no reliable evidence that it was aboriginal , or that it was
used by tre Indian or the Buff alo.

The shortest and most easily traversed

route from the Cumberland Settlements near Nashville to the Ohio River Settlements at the Falls , it undoubtedly was blazed and developed by the pioneer as a
corridor adequate to meet transportation requirements of the period.

At a

somewhat later time the trail was connected with t he old Cumberland Trace
by a out-off, which pusing southwardly from Helm's Hayorott•s and

~

Station (now Elizabetht01'?1 along the waters of Severn's Val l ey Creek, crossed
over the Barrens of southern Hardin, southwestern Larue , Ha.rt and northern
Barren counties .

This trail crossed the Green River in the vicinity of

present day Munfordville and circling just to the east and south of the Great
Dripping Spr ings Escarpment made connection with the Cumberland Trace near the
mouth of Drake's Creek.
A new spur began a few miles south of the present day site of Bowling GreenL

•

This later pioneer trail passed through the present townsites of Auburn ,
Russellville and Guthrie , into Tenne ssee wher e it joined the Cumberland Saline
Traoe
........__.,

enroute to the settlements where Nashville now is located.

At this

• ..

--,.

,-

.

·~--.-fl, ·~

,,

.... " .--

~

. . . . ...

Cumberland - Ohio Falls Trail

......

/

~

-

..

( oont.)
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point of juncture in northern Tennessee , these two important Kentucky tr&ila
conveying ( ?) passed by an old Indi an route to the lower 118.t e:rs of the Great
Valley of the Mi ssissippi through the Chickasaw towns at old Pontotoc.

This

aborignal settlement was s i tuated in what 1s now the northeaster n part of the
State of ¥ississipp1 •••• This trail which had its norther n extremities beyond
the mouth of the Licking in Ohio, at the Falls of the Ohio River in Kentucky,
and at the

~

Spring• of the Saline Val l ey in Illinois was commonly known as

the Natchez Tra.oe.

It l ed ultimately to New Orleans to which point Filson

estimated the distance by the most direct trail f rom Pitt sburgh to be

1,290 miles .
Publio Library
Pioneer , Ky., by W. R. Jills on, 1934
P• 45 - 100 words

Nashville, Tennessee is 186 miles south of Xouisville.

It is s i tuat ed

on the Soenio Cumberland River, with the foothil ls of the Cumberland Mountain
on the south of t he oity.
The AJ!lericanPub. 1932 - Chicago - N.Y.
Vol . 19, P• 713

...

~ ·

"
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Bird C. Greer - ~/5/41
D. Mi to hell ( ryp.)
LIMESTONE TRACE -

LATER

-

LIMESTONE PIKE

Tens of thousands of pioneer Kentuckians entered the Bluegrass region ot
Kentucky by means of the old Limestone Trace now the

11

improved Maysvills -

Lexington Pike over whioh many men, important in their time - Henry Clay,
Andrew Jackson and numerous others - passed to and from the East.

Surely

Kentucky possesses no other road which binds more closely together her
pioneer history vri th the moving events of the present day than this famous,
road between Maysville and Lexington, for many years known throughout
the west as the Limestone Trace and later as the Limestone Pike ."
This was originally the eastern part of the alanaut - o - we.miomee course.
It led northeastwardly from the vicinity of Bryan's Station, near Lexington,
through Martin's Station (now Paris), to the Lower Blue _Licks , Mayslick and
finally to the pioneer settlement Limestone , later ren8Jiled Vaysville."
Public Library

Pioneer, Ky., by w. R. Jillson, 1934
~. 48 - 145 words

,
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J.LAJ1ANT • 0 - WA1!IOWE~

(The Buffalo Path)
great Buffalo Path, Alanant - 0 - Wamiowee, was one of the very

important aboriginal wads i n central Kentucky, as it was indeed, one of the
very oldest.

Herds of wild animals coming and going from the lov,rer waters

of the Little and the Great Miami took a direct course after crossing the
Ohio to Big Bone Lick in southwestern Boone County.

One route, that from

the Little Miami entered· Kentuoky where Covington now stands, at the mouth
of the Licking, and proceeded in a direct southwestwardly course across
Kenton and Boone counties,
'
. to Big Bone Liok.

The pioneers called it the

.

Big Bone - Little Miami Trail. Another route, that from the Great Miami,
had two points of entry, one where Tanner's Station, now/ etersburg, was
later erected, and the second at the mouth of Big Bone Creek, not more than
three or four miles from the famous prehistoric salt spring and liok. Judged
by the vast quantity of mastodonbism• elk, deer, bear, wolf and other glacial
and post-glacial remains found at the lick by its first white explorers. the
French under De Longuile in 1729, this portion of Alanant-0-Wamiowee giving
ingress t o the Big Bone Lick must be one of the very oldest roads in North
America.
From the salt springs about the old Lick, the aboriginalirail lead
southwestwardly through Gallatin and Carroll counties to Drennon's Lick on
the wwst side of the Kentucky River in what is now Henry County.

Here it

turned to ithe southeast following the course of the Kentucky River to the
old Buffalo Crossing at Leestown, about a mile be low Frankfort.

Thence it

again ascended the upland and proceeded to the east via Stem.ping Ground, Great
Crossing, the Royal Spring (now Georgetown) to the present day site of Paris
on t he South Fork of Licking River.

From there Alanant -

.2. -

Wamiowee followed

a course marked by a number of springs and minor lioks that occurred at intervals along the Paris - Maysville~ult

(?),

an anoient line of earth disturbance

~

.. -""
Alanant - 0 - Wamiowee

(continued)

V
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in the Ordovioian beds of limestone and shale .
One of the principal Saline Springs along this geographical fracture
zone and Buffalo path was at Lower Blue Lioka where l ate~ the Kentucky pioneers
under Colonels Todd and Trigg were defeated in a very bloody batt le. (This
Indian massacre occurred in 1782. )
Continu j ng on to the northeast • this old dusty and rocky road passed
through Mayslick7 and Washington to the present day site of' Maysville at
the mouth of Limestone Creek on the Ohio River .

Here a crossing was made

into what i s now the State of Ohio . after a grand circuit of over two hundred miles in Kentucky's Bluegrass region.
First the animals . then the Red men. and hundreds of years l ater the
white men used this road which provided the shortest course from the Ohio River

to Oantral Kentucky.

It no longer bears the Indian name Ale.na.nt-0-Wami.owee

but is designa.ted only as U.
Publ ic Library
Pioneer. Ky. by
PP• 46-47-48
515 words -

w.

s.

Route 68.

R. Jillson. 1934

/

/

"Athiamiowel.

The gr eat prehistorio hi 6hway leading from the

south through Cumberland Gap northwardly to the mouth of the Scioto - the
Warrior's Path of the Pioneers.

The na~e comes from the Miami dial ect

of t he Algonquin Stock and signifies "The Paths of the armed ones 1111

-

"A.nned Path," and hence the ·,1arrior' s Path, 11 This very important early r oute
in Kentucky is shown on the respective maps by Evans, 1765, Hutchins 1778
and Filson 1784.

I

It connected a nwnber of very important springs and licks."

Pub. Lib.
Pioneer, Ky.
By - w. R. Jillson,
Published by the Stall Journal Co.
Frankfort, Ky., 1934
Page 111 - Words:85 .
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i

MILITARY HIGHWAY BETWEEN CAMP KNOX AND FORT THOMAS

"Representative Rouse of the Sixth Kentuoky District announced tonight
he would introduoe tomorrow in the House a bill providing for the oonstruction
by the Federal Govermnent

ot

a military road from Fort Thomas, Ky., across

the Ohio River from Cincinnati, to Camp Henry Knox, at West Point."
"The proposed road would run through and oonneot the oounty seats of

six counties - Boone, Gallatin, Carroll, Trimble, Oldham and Jefferson."
V

"The Fort Thomas reservation is in C&J1pbell County and Camp Knox in
"

Hardin County."

"The road would be built and maintained by the War Department, under
direction of the secretary, with funds nec e ssary for the pur1iose."

Pub. Library Courier-Journal, Jan. 28, 1924
The CQurier~Journal ' Washington Bureau Lou. Herald, Feb. a;, 1934
U. S. will spend $47,000 on road thru Camp Knox.

110 words
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Bird C. Greer - 1/27/ 41
D. Mitobell
- (Typ e)

CRAWFORD 'l'l!An.

Thia trail "runs f'rom a farm nine miles southeast of Greensburg, through
Green, Taylor• Marion and Boyle Counties to Danville.

It 1a named the Jane

Todd Crall'i'ord Trail to memorialize the ride Mrs. Crawford made• 1a mid.
winter ot 1809, to the home of Dr. Ephriam MoDowell, for an operation that
,... the first of its kind ever attempted•"

••• ''Mrs . Crawford made. the hazardous journey on horse back to Dr• }loDowell' 1
Danville home, for the greater oonvenienoe it afforded, rested a few de.ya and
on Christmas day Dr . 1foDowell performed the lite-saving operation, removal

ot a diseased growth f'rom the abdomen••••• In twenty-five days she returned
to her Green County home on horaebaok •••• Naming the road Jane Todd Crawford

Trail is a memorial to her courage in undergoing an operation neveir before
attempted."

Pub. Library
Courier-Journal, 3/17/38

r~··-~~twee~

Buffalo Traoe~ - This

II

Traoe"

was

V

v,-01 ds

1ocr-

made by vast herds 0£ buffaloes

in travoling to ,a nd from the blue grass fields or Soott, Yfoodford and
other bluegrass oountry -and Drennon Lick (Springs) in Henry County.

This

road orossed the river at Leestown, and it was so well marked and worn
that it can be followed to this day; in that early day it bore evidence
of having been traveled £or hundreds of years by thousands of buffaloes
in their eearch for salt.

This description was given in the year 1773,

by James , Geor ge and Robert MoAf'ee, Samuel Adams , Hancock Taylor

&

}fta thew

Braoken when they oame up the Kentucky river and orossed the river at
Buffalo croasing, at Leestawn
Y.l.~
I~

,.

1~-t..J~

1

~

,~ t . ' : \ - ~ ~ . ~

THE WABASH TRAIL

?".

At Dixon, in Cent ral Webster County, this forest path (The Pond R_iver
Trail) divided into two prongs: one, the Wabash Trail, which turned more
directly to the north, crossed the Ohio Ri'Ter at a point olose to Uniontown
onto the lower waters of the Vie.bash River .

The other path, the North _§al.ine

Tr@.il, turned more tot he northwest and passing Highland Liok crossed the
Ohio River about a dozen miles below the mouth of the ,;'abash at the Old
Wester Shawneetown and entere d the Saline R iver Valley, encourse to the
prehistoric salt springs in that r e gion.
Publio Library
Pione .; r, Ky., by w. R. Jillson-1934
P • 58 - 170 words

LINCOLN HIGHWAY~-

,

Lincoln Highwaz - 194 mile• long and extends t hrough the counties of
Jefferson, Bullitt, Spencer, Nelson, Larue, Hart. Barren and Allen oounties
in Kentuoky.

In Larue County it passes within

2! miles

of the Lincoln

Farm, where stands the olassio memorial, to whioh come people f rom all
over the trnited States Linooln Highway A·s sooiationJ established around
1911. The road where the trail was e stablished was built between 1835
a.nd 1845.

Lou. Post - 5/11/16
50 words

..

Bird c. Greer - 2/10/41
n. Mitohell - (Typ . )
EARLY WESTERN KENTUCKY '.lRAll.S

Chief among the prehistorio Indian trails found in the western part
of Kentuoky by the early pioneers were two leading northwesternwardly from
the Cumberland River salt s prings, whioh existed prior and dur ing the settlement of Nashville, lennessee .
The most eastern one of these tDails, came north over the headwaters
of the Red River by the Big Boiling Spring, marked today by Russe llville,
Kentucky.

Dropping down from this upland point over the watershed of Pcind·

River it passed the old Indian village a few mil es v.rest of present day
Madisonville.
~~ -~ .L,-,

This was the Pond River Trail , a thorough- going Indian Highway.
- \~,C\.0, R.

~·Q.OA..-vi-r
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..
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M. Ladd - 1/27/41
D. lUtohell

PLACE HAMES

BOSWORTH TR.AIL - Authorized by the State Highway Camnission in 1924.
A piotureaque and soenio highway running through counties of Madison,
Jaokson, Clay and Bell• stopping at Cumberland Gap.

The road waa named

at"ter Joe F . Bosworth, former 1enator and member of the Kentuolc;y House
of Representati-ves.

Lou. Herald - 11/24/24
Words - 40

THE MA.YO TRAil,"named after the death of John
spring of 1914.

c.c.

Mayo in the

It is the gre at and main hir,hway up the Big Sandy, late r

it became Kentucky State Project No . 6 an~ r eferred t o as V.
of Federal r oa1ls .

s.

Route No . 23

Mayo was Eastern Kentucky ' s greatest financier - the man

whose skill laid the cornerstone of every oonunercial enterprise from the
Ohio River to the Cumberland.
Johnson Co. History
(Mitchell Hall ) - 1928
80 words

/

1,1ason Countz
The OLD- WAGON ROAn - from Limestone to Lexington was frequently spoken
of in 1784-5 o.s "Gmi th' s wn.gon-road ., " because in the summer of 1783., or
earlier ., one Smith., of Lexington ., was the first that traveled it in a wagon.
Coll ins Vol . II - pa-r,e 555

t/

- ...~.,

THE SERGEANT YORK

TRA.I"f../ runs

through a rioh farming oountry by

~

of Springfield. Lebanon. Campbellsville. Columbia to Albany and the
Tennessee Line• not far from the home of the War Hero for whom 1 t 1a named.

'l'he Sergeant York Trail Assooiation was torme d by 5 1 000 Kentuokians in

1925.

,•

PRESTON IE SLIE HIGHWAY, named for the Clinton oountian who became
Governor of Kentuoky and Montana.

M·°'">

Thu

runs from Burnside on the Cumberland

River, through Montioello, Cartwright, where Gov. Lesli e was born in a
tloorless log oabin. 'Jhe Leal ; e Highway winds its way through the Kentucky
foothills.
Ref . c.J. 4/5/26
75 words
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by
Mary Verhoeff
Page 61

A "warpath" is given, extending south eastward across the regin from the
Red River, of the Kentucky basin, designated "Warrior's Branoh", aoross the
upper Kentucky River, "Cutawa River", and up one of its southern
tributaries whioh is thought to be the present Station Camp Creek, on to the
south.
(Ref.)
AP- Indian camping ground on the banks of Station Camp Creek, near the

mouth of Red Liok Creek, in the e.arly settlement of the State, gave names
to the oreek.

(Collins, Vol. 11, p.167) ••• The upper Kentucky River was

known as"Milley River".

(Johnston, First Explorations, p. 63.)

Page 64
Filson•s map of 1784 (in the Library of Congrss) gives the "Warrior's
Path, as extending from Red River across the Kentuoky at the mouth of Cow
Creek (near Irvine, Estill County) up Station Camp Creek, aoross the
Cumberland Kentuoky watershed to the Cumberland River at Buffalo Creek and
Flat Liok, and thenoe up the river and it branohes to Cumberland Gap.
The Durrett-Harvard oopy of the(£_• 6!) Filson map also dated 1784, but
thought to be later than that in the Library of Congress, gives the 11Warrior's
Path" with the northern extension via the Blue Lioks, but adds a brano)l,
which leaves the main line near the head of Station Ca.mp Creek, runs due
north, orosses the Kentucky above the main trail near the mouth of Miller's
Creek, passes across the headwaters of the Red and the Lioking rivers,
~

.

orosses · the Ohio , and reaches the "Ol'd Shawanee Town11 at the mouth of the

/

'

Scioto.

(1ee map in Filson Club Publication No.land P. Lee Phillips,

The First Map of Kentucky, 1908. )
A map was published by the Federal Land Office in 1908 shows a a trail

as the "Warrior's ·Path," crossing the Kentuclcy River at a still higher
point.

This trail is identical with the other described from CUJllberland

Gap to Pineville, but from that point it extends down the headwaters of the
\,I

South Fork of the Kentucky to the vicinity of Manchester, in Clay County ,
then leads northeast, crossing the Middle Fork of the Kentucky and the North
Fork above the j unction at Beattyville, over the divides between the
Kentucky and Red rivers, past West Liberty to the Little Sandy River,
which it follows, passing Sandy Hook, Elliott County, and Grayson, Carter

County, on to the mouth of the Scioto .

This is one of the few feasible north

and south routes in the region, and probably was intereected by a number
of trails in the Kentucky-Red River divide, where the passes are especially
favorable according to Ky. Geological Survey, 1869 (Vol. 4, p.632):

"At

the head of Lower Devil Creek the di~ding ridge is much depressed.

It was

through this gap that the original inhabitants passed on their journeys
between the Red and Kentucky rivers.

The old Indian trace tb.J,ough Spruce

Gap is even now considered the best route between the two streams."
This pass was probably a branch of the "Warrior's Path" as given by
Filson and not the main trail.

Unfortunately no record was kept by the

Land Office (e,age 66) of the authorities upon which the map was based.

Page 66
The intersection of the trail with the Kentucky River doubtless is
increased its importance to the Indians.

This is shown in Schoolcraft's

description of Indian trips into (£_.6!) Kentucky,

"They landed at secret

points, a s hunters and warriors, and had no per11anent residence within its

/

t

•
boundaries • • • • at an early day the head of the Kentuoky River beoame
a favorite and important point of embarkation for Indians moving in predatory
or hunting bands, from the South to the North and West .

The Shawnees,

after their great defeat by the Cherokees. took that route. and this people
always oonsidered themselves to have claims to these attraotive hunting-grounds."

Warrior's Path and Branohes muoh used by Earjy Explorers and Hunters.
The "Warrior' a Path," with its western branohe s • beoame the most
frequented of all routes in Kentucky by white travelers, hunters, and
explorers, beoause of its advantageous situation in regard to settlements on
the east (P. 67) and beoauae it afforded greater ease of travel than on the
more northern and rougher routes.

Walker , in 1750, entering through

Cumberland Gap, followed the main trial as far as the crossing of the river
near Pineville.

Findlay, aloae in 1767, and again with Boone in 1769. traveled

the same way as far as Red River • • • •

,'
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Highwn~
One ot the moat

A.LAMANT - 0 • '.iAMIOWEE TRAIL (The Great Buffalo Traoe)

'

important. as well as one or the oldest. paths leading into central Kentuo~.
probably from the Ohio River. and passing through present Boone. Gallatin.
Kent&n. Carroll. and down through Bourbon, Scott. Henry and Franklin Countie1.
Opened probably by wild buttalos • then established by Indiana, as early aa
1773 this road bore evidence of long use. the name of "Great Buffalo Trace"
being adopted from its earliest use. This trail 11 approached in sane places by
present Federal Highway 42. State 36,

and

State 27.

It 1i~ an Indian name.

BERF.A - Mt. VERNQII ROAD - Through Madiaon and Rockcastle Counties, through
the Cumberlanda to th"- Great Smoky Mountains in Tenneas,e. named af't7er the two
towns at }l\s northern approach. Now Federal, 26.
.. /
•
BOSWORTH TRAIL~. .A scenic highway running through Madi'aon.
Jackson, Clay
,. ..
~

~

and Bell Counties. stopping at Cumberland Gap. defined in part by Federal.25,

and State. II. Name4 arter Joe F. Bosworth. one-time member Kentuc~ Legislature.
BOONE'S TRAIL (or. Trace) was the first attempt at road-building to expedite
travel into what is now Central Kentucky by way or Cumberland Gap and the South.
It originally came from Tennessee and ran to Boonesborough, being marked by
Daniel Boone., in 1775. Soon oame to be known as The Wilderneea Road, when
'
extended westward. (See, Wilderness Road.) There are markeca in five counties
indicating the original oourae or this trail.
JANE TODD CRAWFORD TRAIL -

..

Thia road was named to memoralize the ride t aken

by Mr1. Crawford in tne winter or !809. t o the hane or Doctor Ephrium ~cDowell,

for a serious operation. It ran from a farm nine miles i"rom Greensburg. Green
County. through parts or Taylor. Marion and Boyle Cbunties to Danville.
CUMBERLAND - FA~ OF OHIO TRAIL - A pioneer road built to conneot

tbs early

settlement, about Nashville with the North through Russellville to Louisville.

.

-· I

~

Ne.med Roads, Pathe,Trails,
etc.

-

2 -

COi.EM.AN duPONT HIGHWAY - Thie 11 a road named after Senator T. Coleman
duPont, a~ is a highway running from Corbin to Cumberland Fall•, tonning a
lihk in the National Park-to- Park H1gm.ay. ~r. duPont presented the ralle
area to the State aa a public park.

JEFFERSON DAVIS, HIGH\VAY - Named for the president ot the Confederacy,

'

L

'ltiv

I

oonneots
DRY RIDGE TRACE ... A pioneer road used about 1778, fol,lowing a course

r

. from Lexington to the· mouth or the Uc king Riwr {Covington•llewport), being
a part of the old Buf,f,lo Trace from Lower Blue ticks to ~ig Bone Lick, and
called "the Middle RQ'1te", taking its name from "Dry Ridge",
or
i'

u.s.

Now

the route

25.

Bourbon
IRON ~RKS ROAD - An early road connecting tne~ 1ron ru~oes or Bath
'

County with ~xiDgto~, and continued on to Frankfort. Constructed in 1792.
This famous furnace ~e t~e first west or the AllegeniesJ operated by John c.0w1.ng,.
THE JACKSON W
AY -: A road ot about I,100 miles leading~rrom The Great Lakes
to the Gulf of Mexico, passing through Louisville and south through Bardstown,
Hodgenville and Glugow to and beyond Nashville. It 1a supposed that Andrew
Je.cbon had a part in starting thie road at its beginning in 1805, ite oonatruction
being possible by a treaty between the Government and the Indiana. Now traced
by U.S. 68 • 3IE.

i·

KENTUCKY - VIRG INIA HIGHWAY • Opened in 1929, th11 highway starts at

I

Vlinoheater, aixl runs south-eaat through Stanton, Jackson, Hasan!, Jenkins and

I

'

touches the Virginia line at Pound Gap, where it connects with U.S. 23. It 11
defined aa State 16.

LINCOLll HIGHVlAY -

Rttliuxal::dDIWlbU~Dttnxb:a:icialmn3ch:ICUlltilLJt

Running south f rom Louisville through Jefferson, Bullitt,
Spenoer, Nelson, l.Arue, Hart, Barren and Allen CountieaJ named in memory or

.'

•

"'

Named Roads. Paths.Trails.etc.

~\~~:.

president Abraham Lincoln. following in part an old trail opened about the
period or 1835 - 1845. and now designated by
KENTUCKY RIVER TRAIL -

I.
I'

i

I

'

- 3 -

Thia was the road taken by the McAtee brothers

1n I773. on the course lying from Harrodsburg. through Ric~ond. Irvine, Beatty-

ville andup the North Fork of the Kentucky River into Perry County.
\

.

MID• KENTUCKY~L - An important pioneer trail. or{ginally marked out
by the Indians. comiµg from the Tennessee Valley and ent~ring Kentucky on the
Great Ridge, east ot the South Fork ot the Cumberland R1~r.and traversing
f;

a course to the prea,nt towns or Whitley City and Burnaij~ in McCreary and

r

~

Pulaski Counties

NEW lEXINGTON STAGE ROAD - A pioneer road 1n Barren County, through Scottsville.
Glasgow to Monroe. ~onnecting with the Woodsonville Trail . : and connecting the
;

Blue Springs Grove postoffice, the second postoffice in Barren County. From I816 .
to I858. this was a stage route highway.
TRAIL OF THE LONESOME PINE - A local designation of a highway running from
Harlan. Harlan County. to Virginia through Pennington Gap, being State 66.
Name suggested by a novel by that title by John Fox. Jr.
LIMESTONE TRACE (

Limestone - Lexington RoadJ Buffalo Trace) One of the

first important routes through pioneer migration was made into the Central
Kentucky district, and the first road from the North-east to Lexine;ton. It wae
called by various nemea during different periods and different phases of development; also called the State Road. Starting with a mere buffalo trail. about
I780, it was developed and extended into possibly the oldest road to ascume the
prpportions of a turnpike 1n Kentucky. In 1796. there was a fair dirt road between
Lexine;ton and Cynthiana. passing through Centerville. Bourbon County and was
the main street in Parle. Fr<Xn the beginning, it extended from Mayeville(Limeetone)
to Paris. It was not O<Xnpleted so as/to be aervicable for stage and mail travel

."••
Named Ronda. Paths 1 eto.

- 4 ..

until I830. Important points on this road 1n pioneer days were' Lower Blue
Licks and Bryant's Station. Now followed in part by Federal 68.
THE MAYO TRAIL - A name given to i-t:wut

u.s.

23, the main highway from

north to south running through the extreme eastern end of the State. Named

5y

>
v'

in honor ot John

c. c.

Mayo, the leading financier of Jo}µlaon

County.

MILITARY HIGHWAY•

~
01.J) NATIONAL PIKE - A military road used by the Union Army 1n Kentucky
during the War..bet1'1een•the-Stntee, and e'xtend1ng south fr<111 present Lower Third
Street Road, below Iroquois

Park, and running into Preston Street Road below

the Jefferson· County line. Ncn, a county road designated by that name.
BIG SANDY TRAIL - (out or order) Second in importance of the pioneer roads
in the Kentuolcy' distriot, it oame throu&h the Kanawha Gorge and along the vnlley

9t the Big Sandy River, up Tug Fork through Martin County. Alao,Louiaa Fork Trail.
THE RUSSELLVILLE - SHAWNEE TRAIL• Tltis was a pioneer road developed from
an ancient I.ndial trail starting at the Ohio River, near Shawneetown, Illinois,
extending through Union County and on to Russellville; with spurs leading in
several direction. Not defined by any modern highway.

SKYLINE HIGHWAY• A road leading from the "saddle" of Cumberl~nd Gap

o/r'
WABASH TRAIL• Starting in present Webster County, at Dixon, this trail
,JIil&

an old Indian trace dh1.ding into two branches I The old Wabash Trail turning
1

north and crossing the Ohio River close to the mouth or the Wabash, near
Uniontown, The North Saline TrailJ branching to the north-west, and passing

Nruned Ronda. Paths. eto.

-

6

-

Highlick to the Ohio. about twelve miles below the mouth or the Wabash.
WATTERSON LANE - Thia is a

stretch or

ktg---,

Jefferson County highway

turning east from Taylorsville Road and extending to Jeffersontown. Ne.med
arter Henry Watterson. earl¥ editor of the Louisville Courier - Journal.
WARRIOR'S PATH - Thia was the most important pioneer road in the district
DOif

I•

Xentuo11¥. being noted by history as existing as an Indian tr•il as early

aa 1674. and shown on maps as earl¥ as 1775. It led from the South through
Cumberland Gap in a northern direction to the mouth or the Soioto River. on
the Ohio. Also known as Athiamiowel. an Algonquin Indian word meaning "Path
or the Amed Ones". The Warrior's Path was the ee.rfy name given to what was
developed by Daniel Boone and others into the famous Wi lderness Road.
WILDERNESS ROAD - The developnent and extension

westward.

or the old Warrior'•

Path. It we.a a paok trail improved by Daniel Boone and others beginning 1n 1775.
following the course or the Warrior's Path t.nd going west through the wilderneaa
of what la now Kentuck1'. oonnection Harrodsburg and eventually extending through
Bardstown to the Falla or the Kentuo~ (Louisville). There we.a a spur running
north to Lexington. and a spur connecting Danville. Boonesborough and other
frontier stations. It incorporated what was

knO\fll

earlier as Boone's Trace.

During the period or 1800 - 1826. the Wilderness Road was probabfy the moat
important artery or tratfio tor immigration into what 1e now Central Kentucky.
It extended over 200 miles through forest-covered mountains and hills. oanebrake1
and heavy undergrowth infested with Indiana and wild beasts. Parts of this old
road are near1¥ approaohed by the modern highways s

u.s.

25E. 25. ISO. and 27.

MIDLAND TRAIL -(out or order) A name given to the U.S. 60. extending from
Catlettsburg. in the extreme east. through Lexington. Louisville, Owensboro.
Hendenon. Paducah. am oroasing the Miaai811ppi Rtver at Wlokliffe.

~

•
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SERGEANT YORK TRAIL - A highway named by the Sergonnt York Association,
(out of order)
and extending south from Springfield, through Lebanon, Campbellsville, Columbia,
Albany into Tennessee and running not far from the home ot Sergeant Calvin York •
Following the course or State 56.
'WOODSONVILLE ROAD f Ab ear~ road in Barren County used chiefly for tobaooo
hauling, from Ray1a .: Croes ··Road through Woodsonville and intersecting the New
IA,xington Stage Road, and going on to Randolph. Used moat~ in the period ot
I840 - I850.
ZANE'S TRACE "Y

·~ '

FORD'S FERRY TRAIL - A historic road running from Hopkinsville through
Princeton and Marion to the Old Ford'• Ferry Crossing on the Ohio River, originating
with a court franchise to James Ford, in I829. Th9 terry orosaing was near the
Cave - in - Rook, made tamoua as the rendezvous ot the notorious Harpe brothers.

l

( out of order)
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CAMPS

-

I

-

CAMP w.hsHALL (Owen) A military oamp establishe1dur1ng the War-between•
the-States. in the summe r of I 86I, by the Confederate ArtrI¥. nruned after
General Humphrey Marshall.
CAMP NELSON (Jessamine) Established during the War-between-the-~tates
in I863 1 named after Major

~neral Wllliam Nelson. commander of the Union

forces 1n Xentuclc;y at that period. It was aitunted :on the mouth or Hiclanan
Creek, and was the chief camp 1n the State tor the enlistment of Negro troppa.
as well as the main objective point ot Negro refugees aeeking Federal protection.
A· National oam.etary is loonted at this place/
CAMP KNOX (Green) (Not to be oonf'uaed with Camp Knox. in Hardin County)

!~{ ~
I

~~

Was the pioneer emcampment of Colonel James Knox and his "Long Hunters", in
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